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BUYING MADE IN AMERICA 
   American citizens are finally realizing a statement is possible in defiance of Congress selling out America by passing such legislation as the Clinton-era North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). NAFTA has outsourced thousands of jobs since it took effect in January of 1994, with expansions to include five Central American countries and Peru. Adding Panama and Colombia is now being considered by Congress. 
   A recent news series aired by ABC News drew rave reviews and may have started momentum just in time for the holiday season. Reported sales for Black Friday weekend were $52 billion, but no way yet of determining sales figures for “Made in USA” products. 

   Maybe it is just pre-election hype but there may be some politicians in Washington getting the message. Congress is now debating a new federal highways bill that could cost you the American taxpayer as much as $280 billion.  
   Republicans have doggedly fought President Obama every step of the way in his efforts to repair a broken economy left to America by former President George W. Bush – even on a jobs program meant to get more American workers back to work was bashed by Republicans. 
   Democrats in Washington are out to temper the defeat of President Obama’s jobs bill, and have introduced legislation that includes provisions to assure jobs created by the highways bill are created here at home, not abroad in China or other foreign countries. Representative John Mica (R-Florida) went so far as to say the federal highways bill would be “the most important focus of the Republican-controlled House’s jobs efforts.” That was before the Democrats and their “Buy America” idea hit.

   Democrats in Congress may be on the right track in mounting an end run around the naysayers with the federal highways bill. Republicans seem to have been caught in the proverbial bind on this issue by taking a flamboyant stand on this legislation, only to be hit with the legislation introduced by Democrats. A vote against the “Buy America” provision could be viewed as anti-American – disastrous at anytime, but be especially damming in a Presidential election year. 
   Without provisions in such legislation, prefabrication is far too often done in foreign countries; for example, portions of Xcel’s Comanche Power Plant near Pueblo, Colorado were done in Czechoslovakia at a time when thousands of American construction workers were out of work. Enormous on-sight modification was necessary to make those foreign fabricated portions work and fit according to construction employees on that job. What this translates to is Xcel’s rate payers are paying twice when extensive on-sight modification is done. 
   Portions of bridges and other support structures could easily be fabricated overseas and shipped to various locations throughout America should Democrats not succeed in getting the “Buy America” provision in the new highway bill.  

   The “Made in USA” series on ABC Nightly News seems to have started a movement that has steadily gained in momentum. Companies in America have begun stepping up to say they have chosen to stay in America. The series also highlighted a foreign student graduating from an American University and then choosing to stay in America to start a business with a growing number of American employees.  That student went to Canada and ran his company long distance until his visa problem could be straightened out. 
   The number of companies choosing to stay in America rather than take the cheaper overseas route is finally gaining recognition since the ABC series aired. The list of reasons for doing business with manufacturers on American soil is also growing: 
· the patriotism factor and being able to visit plants here on American soil; 

· plant facilities can be visited to verify safety concerns as to employees; 

· plant facilities can be visited to verify quality testing of raw materials; and 

· plant facilities can be visited for verification of quality testing throughout the manufacturing process. 

   The importance of this reasoning grows exponentially in importance when the list of recalled products manufactured in China is reviewed. Since June of 1993, the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) lists more than 2,000 recalled products that were manufactured in China. That list of Chinese manufactured products (44 pages long) covers a vast array of products – from kids’ products (toys and products such as scented baby teethers) to carbon monoxide detectors to glass vases, with no calculator needed to imagine how many American jobs were lost. 
   In 2007, the CPSC regulated an industry with sales of $1.4 trillion annually, with a budget of $62 million for 2007, after continuous budget cuts during the Bush administration. 
   A trip to the local grocery store means additional time demands for the shopper wanting to buy “Made in USA” products. It is encouraging to see many other shoppers reading the labels on products, but also being able to find that “Made in USA on so many. 

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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